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Female environmental activists after the experience sharing in Kampala ,Uganda. They con-
demned the police and the government for violation of the environmental and human rights 

activists’ constitutional rights provided under the 1995 constitution of Uganda.
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Editorial

Dear reader,
Welcome to Liberty Pro Bono Initiative’s (LPI) 
October 2025 Newsletter.

This month, LPI organized a critical meeting with 
female climate and environmental activists op-
posing the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EA-
COP).

 The meeting created a safe space for women to 
share their experiences of intimidation, arrests, 
and violence for standing up against environ-
mental destruction and human rights violations.

The objective was to document gender-based 
violations committed against women defenders 
and to strengthen legal and advocacy support 
for them. Many of these women have been un-
justly detained, denied bail, and subjected to 
degrading treatment simply for exercising their 
right to peaceful assembly and free expression 
as provided under Uganda’s 1995 Constitution.

Instead of protecting them, authorities have 
turned the justice system into a tool of intim-
idation. Yet, these women remain determined 
and courageous. Their commitment to jus-
tice and environmental protection shows the 
power of women who refuse to be silenced.

As lawyers, civil society actors, and citizens, 
we must stand in solidarity with these wom-
en. We must demand accountability, protec-
tion, and justice for all human rights defenders.

In this issue, you will find stories of courage 
from women who have faced arrests, humili-
ation, and loss, yet continue to fight for what 
is right. You will also find updates on LPI’s ad-
vocacy, legal representation, and media work 
throughout October.
Let us all join hands to ensure that defending 
the environment is never treated as a crime.

Editorial team:
Doreen Namara
Eva Kakuuma 
Ivan Elivis Sanya



Across Uganda, women who stand up for the en-
vironment and human rights continue to face vi-
olence, intimidation, and discrimination. They are 
not criminals but mothers, daughters, students, 
and community leaders who love their country 
and want a safe and healthy future for all. Yet, 
because they speak up against the East African 
Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) and other destruc-
tive projects, they have been arrested, beaten, 
and imprisoned.

Between January and June 2025, a statement 
issued by Women Human Rights Defenders Net-
work Uganda recorded 33 attacks on women hu-
man rights defenders. Many of these women are 
part of the growing movement against harmful oil 
projects such as East African Crude Oil Pipeline 
(EACOP), which threaten Uganda’s wetlands, 
forests, and livelihoods.

One of many incidents involved three female 
activists who were arrested on August 1, 2025, 
while peacefully delivering a petition to Stanbic 
Bank, asking it to stop financing the EACOP proj-
ect. Instead of listening to their concerns, police 
violently arrested them and charged them with 
“public nuisance.” They were remanded to Luzira 
women’s prison, where they have now spent over 
three months in harsh and degrading conditions. 

Women climate activist under siege: The struggles of those who speak up

Word from CEO

These women’s experiences remind us that activ-
ism in Uganda has become increasingly danger-
ous, especially for women. Furthermore, in Octo-
ber 2025, two more young female activists were 
violently arrested while trying to deliver a petition 
to the National Environment Management Authority 
(NEMA), urging it to stop the destruction of Lwera 
wetland for sand mining and commercial rice farm-
ing. They too were charged and remanded to Luzi-
ra maximum prison.

. They sleep in overcrowded cells with poor 
hygiene, putting their health and dignity at 
serious risk. Many have developed infec-
tions and long-term injuries.

Inside detention, these women face inhumane 
treatment. They are denied basic needs like san-
itary pads, clean undergarments, and proper med-
ical care.

Yet even in the face of this cruelty, these 
women remain strong. Their courage to 
continue speaking up for justice and for the 
protection of our planet is inspiring. They 
show us that love for the environment is 
love for life itself.

Take Phiona Nalusiba, a 40-year-old sin-
gle mother of six. Before her arrest, she 
ran a small restaurant that supported her 
children’s education. She joined a peace-
ful march to deliver a petition to KCB Bank, 
only to be beaten, humiliated, and impris-
oned for 90 days. When she came out, her 
business was gone and her children had 
been chased from school. Still, Phiona says 
she will not stop defending the environment 
because it is her children’s future.

Or Rahuma Namuddu, a 21-year-old sin-
gle mother from Entebbe, who was brutally 
beaten and humiliated for joining a peaceful 
protest. Even after losing her job and family 
support, she says, “They wanted to silence 
me with pain, but instead, they made my 
voice louder.”

Martha Amviko, Kyosimere Joweria, and 
Dorothy Asio share similar stories of cour-
age amid suffering. From being beaten, 
threatened, and imprisoned, they refuse to 
give up on justice. Their bravery reminds us 
that defending the environment is not just 
about protecting nature it’s about protecting 
people, families, and futures.

As Liberty Pro Bono Initiative (LPI), we con-
tinue to stand with these women. We have 
represented many of them in court, docu-
mented their experiences, and provided le-
gal and psychosocial support. 



But we know this is not enough. What these wom-
en need most is a country that values justice over 
power, compassion over intimidation, and truth 
over silence

Recommendations
In light of the above, we recommend the follow-
ing:
I. The police and the government must cease ar-
resting and detaining activists for exercising their 
constitutional right to free speech and assembly. 

II. Further the European Union and other devel-
opment partners should actively engage with the 
government and police to ensure the protection 
of activist’s constitutional right, urging them to 
halt any violations and uphold the rule of law.

III.	 Furthermore, the judiciary should dismiss 
frivolous and vexatious cases filed by the police 
that are aimed at silencing activists, thereby pre-
venting unnecessary waste of activist’s time and 
resources on legal representation and upholding 
their constitutional rights to freedom of speech 
and assembly
. 
IV.	 In addition, parliament should utilise its 
oversight powers to investigate the violations of 
the activist’s constitutional right and the repeated 
brutal arrests they face.
 
V.	 Finally, insurance companies should de-
sist from providing financial support for oil proj-
ects in Uganda that have severe impacts on the 
environment and livelihoods. 
To the women defenders, we say: You are not 
alone
. 
Your courage is changing Uganda. Your voices 
are building a future where no one is punished for 
protecting life. You remind us that justice is not a 
gift, it is something we must all fight for, together.

Pictorial

, 

, 

On October 1, LPI organised a meeting with 
the female environmental and human rights 
activists.
During the meeting, LPI documented their 
experiences including challenges faced 
including the physical, emotional, and fi-
nancial challenges they faced during arrest, 
detention, and after release.

On October 23, LPI’s legal team appeared for 
the first hearing to represent the two female 
climate activists and others arrested by      
National Environment and  Management
 Authority (NEMA)’s offices for delivering a 
petition to stop Lwera wetland destruction.



On October 20, 2025, LPI appeared 
before court representing three female 
climate defenders who were arrested 
on August 01, 2025 during a peaceful 
protest in front of Stanbic bank offices 
in Kampala city. despite delays, LPI 
continues to demand for justice and a 
fair trial. 

October 1, 2025, LPI’s legal team  
appeared before the Buganda Road 
magistrates court on behalf of the 
12 environmental youth activists in-
cluding 3 female who were arrested 
on August 01, 2025

On October 30, LPI participated 
in a meeting with officials from 
UHRC-UGANDA.
The purpose of the meeting is to 
follow up on the petition concerning 
the violation of the constitutional 
rights of 12 youth environmental 
activists. They include three females, 
who were arrested and detained 
when they marched to deliver a peti-



On October 16, LPI’s legal team 
represented three female activ-
ists at Buganda chief Magistrates 
court. 
Unfortunately, after the hearing, 
the activists were denied their 
right to apply for bail and the case 
adjourned to October 20

On October 28, LPI represented female 
environmental activist and 11 others at 
Buganda Road Magistrates Court due 
to the prosecution’s failure to produce 
witnesses. 

Unfortunately, the case was once again 
postponed and the next hearing is set 
for January 13,2026.

On October, 7 2025, LPI successfully represented three female 
activists charged with public nuisance at City Hall Magistrates 
Court. The case was dismissed due to lack of evidence. 



In The Media

Below are some articles written by LPI staff. 



Lobbying 

In October 2025, LPI disseminated the lobbying and advocacy materials below



Upcoming events
•	 November 26, 2025- Hearing of the case against female activists & others calling on 
NEMA to stop the ongoing destruction of Lwera wetland at Buganda Road Chief Magistrate’s 
Court

•	 November 25, 2025- Hearing of the case against the anti-EACOP female activists & oth-
ers at Buganda Road Chief Magistrate’s Court

•	 November 27, 2025- Twitter storm: Sharing the challenges faced by female activists 
during police arrests, detention and life after their release.

ABOUT LIBERTY PRO BONO INITIATIVE(LPI)
Liberty Pro Bono Initiative is a nonprofit company limited by guarantee dedicated to empowering mar-
ginalized groups especially women through legal support, environmental advocacy, and climate justice. 
Incorporated under the laws of Uganda, we work tirelessly to champion the rights of marginalized groups, 
promote environmental conservation, and advocate for sustainable development in Uganda.
Our commitment is rooted in justice, equity, and inclusivity, ensuring that every Ugandan has the tools 
and knowledge to participate in the fight for a sustainable and equitable future.

Mission
To provide equitable access to justice, advocate for climate resilience, and empower communities to 
champion environmental conservation and sustainable development.

Vision
A just and sustainable Uganda where marginalized communities thrive, and citizens actively participate in 
safeguarding the environment and mitigating climate change.


