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The Chairperson, 28 October, 2025.
Uganda Human Rights Commission,

P.O Box 4929,

Kampala, Uganda.

RE: ACALL FOR INTERVENTION IN THE CONTINUED DENIAL OF THE RIGHT TO
APPLY FOR BAIL FOR THREE FEMALE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS AND
OTHERS VIDE UGANDA VERSUS WAMBOGA IVAN & 11 OTHERS CRIMINAL CASE
NO0.0662/2025 AT THE CHIEF MAGISTRATES COURT OF BUGANDA ROAD.

We are a Civil Society Organisation whose main objective is to promote the rights of marginalized
-groups, especially women through legal representation, empowerment and advocacy in Uganda.

Together with the undersigned female environmental activists, Civil Society Organizations,
Human Rights Defenders and concerned citizens, we call upon your institution to intervene in the
ongoing violation of the constitutional rights of three female environmental activists in the above
captioned matter.

Background;

The said female Environmental Activists are Asio Dorothy (20 years), Nakyambadde Teopista (25
years) and Nalwadda Shammy (24 years) who were peacefully delivering petition to Stanbic Bank
on August 1, 2025 in protest against the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) project due to
its documented human and environmental violations. Despite the nonviolent nature of their action,
they were arrested and have been denied the right to apply for bail highlighting the increasing
criminalization of civic activism and suppression of dissent in Uganda.

We respectfully draw the attention of the Commission to the broader growing pattern of repression
against the female environmental activists in Uganda. The case at hand is not isolated. There are
multiple ongoing cases across different courts in Uganda involving environmental activists
particularly those who oppose oil projects and other environmentally harmful developments.

It should be noted that the Government and oil companies are increasingly using the Judiciary as
a stool to silence and suppress environmental activism. This is being done by pressing criminal
charges against activism including Common Nuisance, Nuisance on Roads and Criminal Trespass.

These charges are often arbitrary, repetitive and appear intended not to pursue justice but rather to
discourage civic engagement and peaceful protests. They have become a pattern of judicial
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harassment targeting individuals who are exercising their constitutional right to protect the
environment and speak out against harmful practices.

Legal concerns;

Since the arrest of these Activists, they have appeared in court more than five times, yet the
presiding Trial Magistrate has consistently refused to hear their bail application. It is important to
stress that this is not a case where the Application for bail has been heard and denied, but rather
the Magistrate has entirely refused to hear the application in violation of Article 23(6)(b) and (c)
of the Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, which guarantees every person the right to apply
for bail at any stage of proceedings unless charged with a capital offense triable by the High Court.

The last court appearance on October 20, 2025, saw the magistrate deny the hearing of the bail
application again, citing that the case was at an advanced stage. This justification is not supported
by any law as the law in Uganda permits the accused person to apply for bail at any stage of the
proceedings before Judgment is delivered particularly in cases triable by a magistrate court.

The said Activists are charged with the offense of Nuisance on Roads C/S 65 (e) of the Roads
Act Cap 346 which is categorized as a minor offence and clearly within the jurisdiction of the

Magistrate’s Court. There is therefore no legal basis for the continued denial of their right to apply
for bail.

Human rights and gender sensitive concerns;

In addition to the abuse of the Judicial system, these women have now spent 82 days in prison,

facing not only the emotional and psychological burden of unjust detention but also significant
gender specific hardships.

Dorothy Asio lost her mother after one month in detention, something that has taken a mental toll

on her as she never had an opportunity to pay her last respect to her deceased mother. She is now
left as the primary care giver for her younger siblings.

Nalwadda Shammy is a student whose education has been severely disrupted with the continued
detention.

Nakyabade Teopista is a single mother to one-year-old child and currently has no one to take care
of her child.

It should be noted that these brutal arrests are usually conducted by male Police Officers, involving
beatings and verbal abuse.

These women also face public humiliation as women which is always aimed at shaming them into
silence.

While in detention, particularly Luzira Prison, these women have reported:

a. Sexual harassment
b. Excessive hard labour compared to other detainees
c. Disproportionate punishments that result in chronic back pain.
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d. Skin and Urinary Tract Infections and in some cases conditions that end up as surgical

emergencies.
e. Psychological trauma and long term health impacts.

These challenges are inhumane, degrading, and constitute a violation of their rights as women,
mothers, students and caregivers under the National and International Human Rights standards.

Our appeal;

We call upon the Ugandan Human Rights Commission to:

1. Investigate the continued denial of the activists right to apply bail.

2. Engage with the Judiciary to ensure compliance with constitutional provisions regarding

the right to bail.

(93)

Call for the immediate hearing of the activists’ bail application.

4. Ensure protection of the Activists’ human rights including gender specific rights while in

detention.

The Constitution of the Republic of Uganda clearly outlines that justice shall not be delayed nor
denied and that all persons are equal before and under the law. We urge the commission to uphold

these principles in this case.

We stand in solidarity with the detained Ae ﬂiy\ists and believe that their peaceful environmental

advocacy should not be crimjna

Doreen Namara
Chief Executive Director, Liberty pro bono initiative(LPT)

Doreennamara24(@gmail.com

Cc;
The Office of the Director of Public Prosecution
The Uganda Police

Judicial Service Commission

Parliamentary Committee on Legal and Parliamentary A ffairs
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Email Address

. NAME/ORGANIZATIONS

TEL. NO/ EMAIL ADDRESS

10/27/2025 8:50:01 | brendananfuka909@gmail.com KAC +256760287479
10/27/2025 9:41:07 | joelwaako432@gmail.com WAAKO JOEL i
+256708282307

10/27/2025 10:10:35

bweeteabduaziiz@gmail.com

Xr justice movement Uganda

10/27/2025 10:10:41

isaacmukiibi77@gmail.com

Students against eacop

isaacmukiibi77@gmail.com

10/27/2025 10:46:52

nkwanziracheal24@gmail.com

Katera& co. Advocates

0771493068

lewiselivis@gmail.com

10/27/2025 11:01:14 | lewiselivis@gmail.com Plastic Free Gen
10/27/2025 11:26:45 | karagwarebecca@gmail.com Etaala HRPD Org. i
9 il.
10/27/2025 16:02:45 | nuwamanyamercy94@gmail.com Africa institute for energy governance e s
= p 0782297003
10/27/2025 16:46:50 nkamusiimajrronald2025@gmail.com Nkamusiima Ronal
0760274081

10/27/2025 16:55:36

okiizaodomaro@gmail.com

Okiiza odomaro

10/27/2025 20:00:23

elizasuub07@gmail.com

10/27/2025 22:19:19

hildansimiire@gmail.com

10/27/2025 22:28:14
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Elizabeth

Africa Institute for Energy Governance

Nannyondo Winifred

m.ﬁmm:ccou@oam__.ooa
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estamp | Email Address | NAME/ORGANIZATIONS | YEL NG/ EMAIL ADDRESS

0/22/2025 19:47:22 | sanyaivanelivis@gmail.com Sanya Ivan Elivis sanyaivanelivis@gmail.com
0/22/2025 19:48:23 | ecoyoutha@gmail.com EcoYouth Alliance ecoyoutha@gmail.com
0/22/2025 19:50:38 | georgedsrvedrana@gmail.com Rukabera George georgedsrvedrana@gmail.com
0/22/2025 19:56:13 | maurinekatugume24@gmail.com Maurine Katugume 0703636921

0/22/2025 19:59:28 | aryampa.brighton@gmail.com Youth for Green Communities (YGC) aryampa.brighton@gmail.com
0/22/2025 20:02:56 | sanyaivanelivis@gmail.com Sanya Ivan Elivis Sanyaivanelivis@gmail.com
10/22/2025 20:02:58 | info@strecug.org Strategic Response on Environmental Conservation (STREC) | ckabaale@strecug.org
10/22/2025 20:05:04 | femearth5@gmail.com Fem Earth Organisation 0782723130

10/22/2025 20:10:47

info@cceni.org

Center for Conservation and Ecoenergy Initiative (CCEI)

info@cceni.org

10/22/2025 20:11:53

ecoyoutha@gmail.com

ECOYOUTH ALLIANCE

ecoyoutha@gmail.com

sanyaivanelivis@gmail.com

10/22/2025 20:13:55 sanyaivanelivis@gmail.com Sanya Ivan Elivis
10/22/2025 20:37:52 | engkayz63@gmail.com KAYEMBA MUHAMMED 4256743832698
10/25/2025 9:24:21 | lewiselivis@gmail.com Youth for safe and green plgnet lewiselivis@gmail.com
10/25/2025 11:50:12 | immaculatenansubuga 5@gmail.com Reachout mbuya 0773038805
10/25/2025 12:04:10 peacemerisa@gmail.com Peace Merisha 0769171750
10/25/2025 12:20:16 | marthaamviko53@gmail.com Justice movement Uganda marthaamviko53@gmail.com
10/26/2025 3:48:23 | ssenkadieric@gmail.com Ssenkadi Eric ¥ ssenkadieric@gmail.com
10/26/2025 3:49:43 debbosean@gmail.com Debbo Sean 0707823946
10/26/2025 20:44:37 kajubimarktum@gmail.com KAJUBI MARKTUM 0708071611
10/26/2025 20:57:17 dnamara@liberty.probonoinitiative.com Liberty Pro Bono Initiative (LPI) 0772010268
10/26/2025 20:58:22 serwambalamartin@gmail.com Serwambala Martin 0783203759
10/26/2025 21:02:21 ritahniwahereza@gmail.com Liberty pro-bono Initiative 0778993966
10/26/2025 21:16:55 maurinekatugume24@gmail.com Katugume Maurine 0703636921
10/26/2025 21:19:20 niwarindaanitah9@gmai|-60m Liberty pro Bono initiative 0782895067
10/26/2025 21:20:49 jude83766@gmail,oom Jude maanige 07848413088
10/26/2025 21:47:28 | keizerjoe9@gmail.com None 0744013821
10/26/202521:51:58 | owamazimaronaldé@gmail.com Ronald 0754812450
10/26/2025 21:53:03 | aishanalumansi290@gmail.com Aisha Nalumansi 0750958144
10/26/2025 22:07:05 | aioscars75@gmail.com OSCAR AINEMBABAZI 701135400
10/26/2025 22:09:42 | kamabridget30@gmail.com Liberty probono Initiative 0762850012
10/26/2025 22:10:04 | rabenderuth53@gmail.com Akampurira Ruth rabenderuthS3@gmail.com
10/26/2025 22:13:46 | barnabaskyokwijuka63@gmail.com LIBERTY PRO-BONO INITIATIVE 0760577084
10/26/2025 22:15:16 | ninahgracious2@gmail.com Alinda .G. ninahgracious2@gmail.com
10/26/2025 22:31:48 | mwesigwainnocent94@gmail.com Mwesigwa Innocent 0783586542
10/26/2025 22:39.06 katumwesigyeashley@gmail.com Katumwesigye Ashley 0757936704
10/26/2025 22:54:27 | peterkyasiimire5@gmail.com Kyasiimire peter 0778452907
10/26/2025 23:03:12 | avesantos27@gmail.com KUSIIMA SPENCER avesantos27@gmail.com
10/26/2025 23:29:28 | joshuakamanyire51@gmail.com Fridays for Future 0784342018
10/26/2025 23:31:55 | barigyebob21@gmail.com ACTIVISTS FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE INITIATIVE +256773075656
10/27/2025 3:36:46 muhoozibless1@gmail.com Allan& partners advocates 0781216655
10/27/2025 7:14:26 | aryampa.brighton@gmail.com Youth for Green Communities (YGC) aryampa.brighton@gmail.com
10/27/2025 8:15:11 | evakakuuma5@gmail.com Liberty Pro Bono Initiative evakakuumaS@gmail.com
10/27/2025 8:38:29 | barbrafaith610@gmail.com Amayo Barbra Faith. 0782012818

10/27/2025 8:41:10

harrietevelyn22@gmail.com

KMNN Solicitors and Advocates

harrietevelyn22@gmail.com
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