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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                         February 3, 2025                                                        
 Kampala, Uganda

The hearing of the 11 EACOP activists arrested at KCB bank: Justice delayed is justice denied
[bookmark: _GoBack]On July 2,2025 the eleven (11) EACOP activists appeared in court in the case filed by the government against them for peacefully delivering a petition to Kenya Commercial Bank(KCB) Uganda demanding the bank to withdraw its financial support for the destructive East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP).
The hearing took place at the Nakawa Magistrates Court, and it is believed to be about the fourth time for the activists to have appeared in court since their arrest on April 23, 2025. 
The 11 EACOP activists including a 40-year-old mother were arrested at KCB Uganda in Kampala while they had gone to petition the bank to stop financing the EACOP due to its adverse impacts on the environment and livelihoods. On arrival at the bank, the activists were deceptively led into the bank basement and immediately handed over to police on charges of criminal trespass.
Since their arrest, they have been on remand at Luzira prison for 70 days which entitles them to mandatory bail in line with the laws of Uganda which has been denied by court. 
“we have applied for bail at least four times, the first was April 25, then on May 8, May 27 and again on July 02 2025, which all applications have been rejected by the Nakawa Chief Magistrate’s court” Eva kakuuma a Liberty Pro Bono Initiative lawyer states.
Counsel Eva adds that each time, the activists were systematically denied bail despite the minor nature of the trespass charge and no significant risk of absconding. 
Delays in the hearing of the bail application. 
On May 27, 2025 the hearing of the bail application was adjourned because the magistrates and prosecutors were attending a symposium
On June 12, 2025, the case file was removed from court with an intent to further delay proceedings and on each occasion the state produced no witnesses and the magistrate declined to dismiss the case. 
On July 2,2025, the trail magistrate was on leave, despite the availability of numerous magistrates, the court refused to proceed and the matter was adjourned.
“The 11 activists are part of other environmental activists peacefully challenging the EACOP project, at least 81 activists been detained previously. Others their cases are still on going in different courts in Uganda, including students and community members”.  Doreen Namara, a human rights lawyer at LPI states. 
NEXT HEARING
The hearing of the bail application was further adjourned to July 11, 2025 at Nakawa Magistrate’s court at 9:00am
KEY DEMANDS
 “As Liberty Pro Bono Initiative (LPI), a civil society organization that’s provides pro bono legal services to vulnerable persons, mobilize and empower communities to meaningfully contribute to advocacy for environmental protection, climate justice and clean energy we demand for the immediate release of the activists they have over stayed the legal limit of a mandatory bail.” Amina Acola CEO LPI says. 
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